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Coombsville may be the next great name in
Napa Valley cabernets you’ve never heard of.
Just east of the town of Napa—past the Home Depot, car
dealerships and McDonald's along the Napa Valley High-
way—-a quiet evolution is under way in this sleepy, locals-
only corner of the valley.

So quiet, in fact, that when you mention Coombsville to
cabernet-makers in more established appellations to the
north, you're mostly met with a quizzical silence. Followed by
a puzzled pause. And finally, a non-committal sort of dismissal
that goes something like, “Oh sure. Coombsville, we are/will
be/may someday try growing cabernet in that region, but
they're still working out the kinks. And anyway, it's far too

¥ cold.” Then they inevitably change the subject.

Which isn’t really too surprising, considering the
amount of time and money that's been spent in establish-
ing Napa Valley's floor, benchland and hillsides. Radical
ideas, like growing cabernet in a relatively cool area best
known for dairy farms, are rarely welcomed with open
arms as winemakers focus intently on making regions like
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Rutherford and Yountville synonymous with big, extracted
reds that bowl you over with ripeness, wines that have
come to define Napa Valley cabernet.

What you may not know is that a handful of Napa Valley's
best cabernets have for years included Coombsville grapes
in the mix, Call it Napa's not-so-secret little secret.

But is it really possible that this far southem region of the
valley holds a key to the Napa Valley's winemaking future?
Or, is interest rising simply because hillside development-the
other Napa frontier—continues to be stymied by heavy restric-
tions and skyrocketing costs? Predicting the next great plot
for Napa Valley cabernet turns out to be deceptively difficuit.

Gazing into the crystal ball with Napa Valley's winemak-
ers, dirt doctors and scientists, the pages of my notebook
quickly filled with emphatic declarations: Coombsville and
“anywhere but Coombsville;" the dirt; the hillsides; more sci-
entific intervention; less scientific intervention; and finally,
stark predictions of global warming making just about all of
this a moot point. The question of Napa Valley's future, it
turns out, depends on whom you ask.
















